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great pomp and severity, pronounces Pelagius's book to be dangerous and blasphemous, and excommunicates the two heresiarchs. This was in January 417 ; Augustine's politic letters had obtained a quick and complete victory. The joint spiritual authority of Rome and Africa fell with a heavy weight on the Pelagians, and Augustine trusted to extinguish the last elements of obstinacy by his rhetorical labours. On the 23rd of September he preached at Carthage the celebrated sermon (No. 131), in which he did not say : ' Rome has spoken.'1 But he spoke with triumph and gladness of the condemnation of the heresy, and trusted soon to hear the last of it.
But alas for the slender threads by which the fortunes of dogmas hang ! At that very moment a Roman vessel was speeding across the sea with a letter in which a new bishop of Rome reversed the decision of his predecessor, and gravely
1 It is worth while pointing out that the much-quoted Roma locuta est, is not even a just representation of Augustine's words. It should at least be Roma etiara locuta est, indicating that the force lay in the joint enactment of Africa and Rome. The full text is: ' Already the decisions of two councils have been sent to the Apostolic See, and the reply has come to us. The cause is finished.1 The phrase, duo concilia missa sunt, is curious, and has no parallel in Augustine. However, even admitting it as it stands, it is something very different from Roma locuta est.